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AUTHOR’S PREFACE 

 

This chapbook contains two short fictions, a faux inter-

view, and a group of cartoon advertisements.  Once I had 

entered retreat, I allocated a two-hour session to practice 

writing.  I began with a literal title: A Book from Luminous 

Peak, and, over a period of three years, writing in a rough 

calligraphy, I filled twelve notebooks that came to include 

Jampa Dorje’s Worldly Dharmas, a pastiche influenced by 

the confessions of Rousseau and Augustine, written in the 

third person by a friendly tulpa (entity), named Bouvard 

Pécuchet.  The “Black n’ Red” brand notebooks I used 

were given to me by the dakinis in my sangha.  

My “Life of the Knife” imitates Jorge Luis Borge’s knife 

fighting stories, at least to the degree that I connect me-

tempsychosis to inanimate objects.  Borges might appre-

ciate the exotic backdrop for my dialogue, a stupa.  A stu-

pa (Tib. chorten) is a dome-shaped structure that houses 

relics of an accomplished master.  The structure of a stu-

pa is symbolic of enlightenment and of the path leading 

to it.  Of the eight classes of stupas, the one at Tara Man-

dala is called a “stupa of enlightenment,” and it is unique 

in that it is not covered with stucco and painted white.  

The beauty of the rock and masonry are exposed.  The 

initial impetus to construction came in a series of dreams 

of Lama Tsultrim Allione in which she was exhorted to 

build a stupa for Nyagla Pema Dudal (1816-1872), who had 

attained miraculous rainbow body. 
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Here is a group of weapons, seated in an underground 

chamber, dialoguing with one another—different perso-

nae that are a composite of the dark core of the Self of the 

author—amounting to a sangha of negative energies be-

coming beatified.  My story may imply a dissolution of evil, 

but the intent is to increase the negativity of the weapons, 

at their moment of their apotheosis, to increase the power 

of the stupa to radiate compassion, all the while being  

understanding of God’s personal smiting. 

The cartoons of Dakini accoutrements are a bit of whimsy 

intended to act as comic relief to my pair of confessionary 

stories.  I give them light, idiomatic touches, while contain-

ing motifs of fear-and-trembling-sickness-unto-death Kier-

kegaardian eschatology.  “Unreal Reality” is another bit of 

Borgean whimsy acting as a vehicle for going at the Self 

Freudian style,—but the culprit shapeshifts into a Muslim 

mirage. 

The drawing on the title page summarizes the whole pro-

ject.  The yogi practicioner emanates wisdom rays from 

the samayasattva (the state of sitting as a realized deity) 

to the vast array of jnanasattva Wisdom Beings and, then, 

remains “blended” in that state without dissolving back 

into the suffering of samsaric duality.  
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LIFE OF A KNIFE 
This thing that was once, returns again, infinitely; the visible armies                       

have gone and what is left is a common sort of knife fight;                                               
one man’s dream is part of all men’s memory. 

   —“Martín Fierro” LUIS JORGE BORGES 

UNREAL REALITY 
Why should intent or reason, born in me, make sins,            

else equal, in me more heinous? 

  —“If Poisonous Minerals” JOHN DONNE  
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The movie can be viewed online at youTube, now titled Fertillichrome. 
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